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office@vbchristianchurch.com 
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Telephone Office Hours: 

Mon—Fri, 9:00am—3:00pm 
Appointment  Office Hours: 
Thursday, 9:00am—11:00am 

Pastoral Office Hours: 
Wed & Thurs, 10:00am—2:00pm 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

Worship Opportunities (in person): 
Sunday -  

Combination Worship Service  
Postponed Until Further Notice 

 

Worship Opportunities (virtual) : 
Sunday  -  

Combination Worship Service / YouTube 
10:00am - 11:00am 

From The Minister... 
 
I am listening to the recording of the sermon for the 24th of January.  It is 
awkward for me to listen to myself (watching is even harder), but I am because 
I have played around with cameras.  Play is important in this life.  Entertaining 
a creative spirit is important in this life.  Perhaps we have, in the last 10 months 

been engaged in some acts of creation.  This time of 
sequester launched an industry of home baking and 
gardening.  Many people suddenly found themselves 
with a stirring in their soul and the desire to create…
something.  Perhaps we have pictures and recipes to 
share? 
 

As I think about this time, not all that has been created has worked out well.  
There are those bakes that just fell flat.  There are crafting projects that didn’t 
come out as planned.  There are things in the life of church that were tried and 
just didn’t seem to inspire, console, project the reality of God with us.  Perhaps 
my experiment today will fall in that camp, or it will become something that 
others polish into a wonderful instrument of God revealed. 
 
I am also thinking about the things of this past year that have been more about 
destruction.  The rending of the fabric of community, of peoplehood.  I grieve 
those things and the ways that I have been involved in them. 
 
And we take that to the ash heap this month.  We take the creative acts, the re-
creative acts, and the destructive ones to the ash heap.  There we are reminded 
of God with us.  We are invited to be inspired once again for the journey we 
are on.  This year’s journey will not be all about lament.  This year’s journey 
will include something else.  This year, Lent is Like 
a Box of Chocolate.  Much like 2020, we don’t know 
what we are going to get.  We shall be with God in 
creating, however that might turn out. 
 
 
Peace, 
Pastor David S. Kays 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch/
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CHURCH NEWS 

Like religious systems, political systems arise from a historical narrative, a national story, and the memory of the 
people.  This may be the memory of an exodus or the memory of crossing the Delaware River—either way, the 
collective history of a community is both its archetype and its ideal.  Political systems are who we think we want 
to be.  They are wrapped up in our myths and our history.  They are infused with our sense of identity. They are 
designed to turn what we hope for into reality. 
‘What Native American Political Systems Can Teach Us About Power and Truth Telling’ by Steven Charleston 
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/critical-essay/what-native-american-political-systems-can-teach-us-about-
power-and-truth [12-21-2020] 
 
The role of godparent has existed for nearly 2,000 years, first mentioned by the early Christian author Quintus 
Septimius Florens Tertullianus (a.k.a. Tertullian) in his second-century treatise De baptismo as “sponsors” of a person 
making a profession of faith during baptism. 
“This sponsor would be involved in the process of one's religious formation, vouching that one was in fact ready for 
admission into the church,” theologian Timothy O'Malley told Sojourners. 
‘From Tertullian To Disney: 2,000 Years Of Godparenting’ by Cathleen Falsani 
https://sojo.net/articles/tertullian-disney-2000-years-godparenting [12-21-2020] 
 
In an Altar in the World, Barbara Brown Taylor argues against the idea of setting apart some particular space as 
sacred while consigning the rest of the space as secular. “Human beings,” she writes, “may separate things into as 
many piles as we wish—separating spirit from flesh, sacred from secular, church from world. But we should not 
be surprised when God does not recognize the distinctions, we make between the two. Earth is so thick with 
divine possibility that it is a wonder we can walk anywhere without cracking our shins on altars. ” 
‘In search of sanctuary’ by Amy Frykholm https://www.christiancentury.org/article/first-person/search-sanctuary 
[January 20, 2021] 

From the General Church: www.disciples.org 
Disciples of Christ Historical Society announces the launch in January 2021 of the Journal of Discipliana, an online 
only, open access, peer-reviewed journal for original scholarship that explores issues related to all aspects of thought 
and religious life and practice within the historical or contemporary Stone-Campbell Movement. The General Editor, 
Dr. Mark G. Toulouse, works in consultation with an editorial board of scholars representing a diversity of gender, 
“racial-ethnic,” and national identity from the three primary streams of the Stone-Campbell Movement: the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), the Christian Churches/Churches of Christ, and the Churches of Christ (a cappella). Jim 
McMillan provides staff support as Managing Editor. Dr. Rick Lowery, President of the Historical Society, is 
Publisher. 

Journal issues will be numbered by year, with articles and book reviews added throughout the year as they are edited 
and approved. 
The Journal of Discipliana continues the legacy of the quarterly print periodical Discipliana, which suspended 
publication after 2013. Manuscripts may be submitted in Microsoft Word to Dr.Toulouse at  
journalofdiscipliana@discipleshistory.org. 
 
From the Regional Church: www.ccinva.org 
We are excited to announce that after several months of dreaming, praying and interviewing we have called a new 
Camp Minister/Manager for Craig Springs and Regional Conference Ministries.  His name is Ryan Wilkerson, and he 
will start on January 4, 2021.  Ryan is a recent graduate of Vanderbilt Divinity School and will be ordained in the near 
future.  He brings a background in camp ministry and is an avid juggler (and many other talents).  He has been 
mentored by some of the best camp ministers in the Disciples and brings a visionary tone for the future. 

https://www.christiancentury.org/article/critical-essay/what-native-american-political-systems-can-teach-us-about-power-and-truth
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/critical-essay/what-native-american-political-systems-can-teach-us-about-power-and-truth
https://sojo.net/articles/tertullian-disney-2000-years-godparenting
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/first-person/search-sanctuary
https://discipleshistory.org/
mailto:journalofdiscipliana@discipleshistory.org


 

Sunday Worship  
Scripture Readings: 

 

“A Peoplehood” 
January 17 - February 14 
“Lent is Like a Box of 

Chocolates” 
February 21 - March 28 

 

If you should want the YouTube links 
for the sermons, please contact 

Pastor Kays for a copy of the Word 
document. 
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VBCC HAPPENINGS 
Serving Elders for 

2020/2021 
Mark Farley 

Kay Hase 

Jim Iman 

Phyllis Marshall 

Rhonda Skaggs 

BIBLE STUDY 

Check back with us  
next month for  
Sunday School  

information 

Spiritual Roundtable 

Mondays @ 1:00pm  
 

Starting at the end of 
January, Bible Study 

returned with the 
Gospel of Matthew. 

We are continuing with 
the Facebook Live 
format, Mondays at 

1:00pm.  HOWEVER, 
if you would like 

another way to interact 
in real time (Mondays 
at 1:00pm), the class 

will be open via Zoom.  
Contact Pastor Kays  

for that link. 

The Spiritual Roundtable is discussing The Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the 
Christ: (A Timeless Classic) by Levi H. Dowling, and meets every 
Sunday at 10:00am via Zoom. It has led to some very interesting 
discussions and some class members who no longer live in Virginia 
Beach have been able to join the group. Visitors are always welcome. In 
order to get the login information please email Connie Hooker at 
ckhooker@gmail.com. 

Spiritual Roundtable 
The Spiritual Roundtable is discussing The Aquarian 
Gospel of Jesus the Christ: (A Timeless Classic) by 
Levi H. Dowling, and meets every Sunday at 10:00am 
via Zoom. It has led to some very interesting 
discussions and some class members who no longer live 
in Virginia Beach have been able to join the group. 
Visitors are always welcome. In order to get the login 
information please email Connie Hooker at 
ckhooker@gmail.com. 

February 

7: 

Mark 

1:9-15  

1 Corinthians 

12:1-12, 27  

February 

14: 

Mark 

1:9-15  

Prayer of St. 

Francis  

February 

21: 

Psalm 

104:1-4 

Luke 

8:22-25  

February 

28: 

Psalm 

119:97-104  

Matthew  

8:5-13  

Please watch your email,  

Facebook and VBCC’s Website  

for COVID-19 Pandemic 
Scheduling Announcements! 

February 1, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

via Facebook Live 

February 7 Combined Service/Website 

February 8, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

via Facebook Live 

February 10, 7:00pm Board Meeting 

February 14 Combined Service/Website 

February 15, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

via Facebook Live 

February 17 Ash Wednesday 

February 17, 6:00pm 
Ash Wednesday Service 

via YouTube Channel 

February 21 Combined Service/Website 

February 22, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

via Facebook Live 

February 23, 6:00pm 
Lenten Worship Service 

via YouTube Channel 

February 28 Combined Service/Website 

March 1, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

via Facebook Live 

Sundays, 9:45am Spiritual Roundtable 

Mondays, 1:00pm Bible Study via Facebook Live 

Cabinet Meetings are POSTPONED until further notice 

Choir Practice is POSTPONED until further notice 

Food Pantry is CLOSED until further notice 
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VBCC HAPPENINGS CONT’D. 

BOOK CLUB 
The Book Club meets monthly (2nd Monday) at 

1:00pm to discuss a Pulitzer Prize winning novel. The 

Book Club continues to meet even while we are 

physically separated. All are welcome to join our Zoom 

discussions. If you want to be included, please call 

Susie Sumnick, (757) 437-9846 to be put on our Zoom 

list. 
February 8 

Tinkers  
by Paul Harding (2010) 

Winter has settled in and, after a hopeful December, we 
are once again worshiping virtually with our church 
family.  Outreach had planned several interesting 
projects for the beginning of the new year, such as the 
Diaper Drive, but they must be postponed until the 
church can be reopened.  However, that does not mean 
we should postpone helping those in our community 
who find themselves in a tough situation.  Even though 
it is cold, windy and sometimes wet, all of us see people 
on street corners asking for help.  Most of the time I 
have nothing in my car to hand to them.  So, while we 
are staying safe in our own homes, please consider 
assembling bags to carry in your car which can be 
handed out the car window.  Some items to include in 
those bags might be hand wipes, toothbrush/toothpaste, 
energy bars, a bus pass and the address to a homeless 
shelter, a gift card to a fast-food restaurant, a few dollars 
cash, dollar-store gloves/socks, face masks and certainly 
a bottle of water.  Little things bring the world together.   
 

~ Maryanne & Susie  

Maryanne Farley 

Susie Sumnick 

Co-Chairpersons 

OUTREACH 



 

VBCC HAPPENINGS CONT’D. 
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Blue Bin Etiquette 106: Glass 
 

I hope that you saw the recycling video of the 
Tidewater Recycling Center in last month's newsletter.  
All the items are sorted mechanically by weight, puffs 
of air, magnets and many other techniques.  Glass is 
"down-cycled" and crushed to be used in asphalt roads. 
Recycle only bottles and jars.  No window or picture 
frame glass, cookware or drinking glasses.  Since the 
glass is not sorted by color it is very easy to recycle.  
Rules:  No lids, corks or screw caps.  No food or 
liquids.  Empty the bottles or jars and rinse or wash so 
that they are relatively clean. The small metal rings 
from wine bottle screw caps can remain.  

 
Thanks for recycling.   

 
Since our recycling is optional, remember  

"When in doubt, throw it out." 
 

~ Claire Carbone 

Ash Wednesday 
This year's  

Ash Wednesday service  
will be offered through our YouTube channel  

on February 17th  at 7:00pm. 
You are invited to gather  
some ash on your own,  

or have some soil,  
or pick up a small bag of palm ashes  
from the outdoor cross at the church  

(available February 14th -17th). 
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Send me your recipe and I’ll feature it in one of the upcoming 

newsletters, but definitely in the newest version of a VBCC 

Cookbook! 

Leslie Kelly: office@vbchristianchurch.com 

VBCC’s Telecommuting Hours 

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Thursday (office by appointment only) 9:00am - 11:00am 

VBCC’s Pastoral Office Hours 

Wednesday & Thursday (appointment recommended) 10:00am - 2:00pm 

VBCC’s (in person) Worship Opportunities 

Sunday - Combination Worship Service Postponed Until Further Notice 

VBCC’s (virtual) Worship Opportunities 

Sunday - Combination Worship Service / VBCC Website; VBCC YouTube Uploaded Every Friday by 4:00pm 

Virginia Beach Christian Church (DoC) Contact information 

Office Phone 757-481-3494 

Pastor’s Cell Phone 252-258-3492 

Pastor’s E-mail pastor@vbchristianchurch.com 

Office Manager’s Cell Phone 281-384-8782 

Office Manager’s E-mail office@vbchristianchurch.com 

Website www.vbchristianchurch.com 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch 

Facebook Private Group (for VBCC Families only) www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/ 

YouTube www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/ 

mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com?subject=Newsletter%20Recipes
mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com?subject=Newsletter%20Recipes
mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com
mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com
file:///C:/Users/VBCC/Desktop/COVID-19/www.vbchristianchurch.com
https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch
http://www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/

