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From The Minister... 
 
As a part of my continued growth in this journey I have become part of a 
‘community of practice’.  This is a clergy support group that is intentionally 
focused on grounding ourselves in the faith and practices of church that feed 
and support us.  Yes, ministers need more than physical food, we need spiritual 
sustenance.  Often, we convince ourselves that Sunday the focus of the week 
and that the process of teaching and forming others in faith is what we need to 
ground ourselves fully in God.  To be blunt, this is a fallacy.  And, the easiest 
person to lie to is ourselves. 
As we are reading a text together, The Eternal Current by Aaron Niequist, we 
have been reminded of how we fool ourselves and how we neglect relationship 
with God through the Christ.  I have been reminded.  Firstly, that Sunday is not 
the ‘main event’.  While much of what we do seems to focus around communal 
worship [even the diaspora worship that we have been engaging in during this 
COVID driven experience], the rest of the week is far longer and has many 
more opportunities to practice the faith, worship God, and engage in the Realm 
Come Near.  We have also been reminded, I have been reminded, that teaching 
the faith is not always (often?) the same as practicing it.  In response, in this 
season of Advent, as the church year begins again and we actively prepare to 
welcome Christ again into our lives, I am seeking to engage in practices of 
faith [hope, peace, joy, love, etc.].  But being who/what I am, I am not doing 
this alone.   
Starting the first Thursday of this month a Zoom meeting will be opened 
through the church.  I will do my best (please hold me accountable) to not 
make this a teaching experience.  Instead, we will be going to the gym.  A 
place where practice is the 
focus.  For the first 9 weeks 
that the gym is open I will be 
engaged in the practices of 
centering prayer and lectio 
divina.  A shared screen will 
have an outline of what is 
going on, but the focus is 
practice. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor David S. Kays 

Virginia Beach Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 

2225 Rose Hall Dr.  
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 

(757) 481-3494 
Email:  

office@vbchristianchurch.com 
Website:  

https://www.vbchristianchurch.com 
 

Telephone Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri, 8:00am—4:00pm 
Appointment  Office Hours: 
Thursday, 9:00am—11:00am 

Pastoral Office Hours: 
Wed & Thurs, 10:00am—2:00pm 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

Worship Opportunities (in person): 
Sunday -  

Combination Worship Service / VBCC Sanctuary 
10:00am - 11:00am 

 

Worship Opportunities (virtual) : 
Sunday  -  

Combination Worship Service / YouTube 
10:00am - 11:00am 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch/
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TO PONDER 

CHURCH NEWS 

For too long we have been eating off the spiritual dollar menu. 
Rev. Rob Edwards 

 
‘When war makes commerce and commerce is law, profit rules prudence and justice is flawed.’ 
Chorus 
Moore, Christopher.  The Serpent of Venice.  (William Morrow, 2014), 348. 
 
When we take the words [of the Bible] too seriously, we 
worship the book itself.  Our praise is not directed at the 
revelation, but at the paper, the ink, and the binding.  We deify 
translation and interpretation.  From there, the life of faith 
becomes one of rules and past and future tense.  We struggle to 
bring present relevance to the worship of a book. 
 

‘Reflections on the Lectionary’. Pastor Julia Seymour.  (The Christian Century, November 18, 2020), 21.  

From the General Church (https://disciples.org) 
 

Attention blessed peace makers age 21 and up. 
Disciples Peace Fellowship is now accepting applications for our 2021 Peace Interns! 
This 12-week, paid internship allows young adults to live out the Gospel imperative for 
peace and justice by working with camps and conferences, partnering with Disciples 
Justice ministries, teaming up with ecumenical and interfaith peace movements, and 
advocating for peace for justice. 

Information about this life-changing summer internship, the application process and all 
online application materials can be found at DisciplesPeace.org/Apply. 

 
 
From the Regional Church (https://www.ccinva.org) 
 
When the Christian Church (DoC) moved from being a ‘brotherhood’ through restructure into a denomination in the 
late 1960s we established 3 manifestations of church.  We understand that there is one church, with Jesus as the Christ 
at its head.  We also understand that church looks, feels, acts, differently in the glorious varieties of this creation.   
The regional church consists of all those who are part  
of local congregations within that specific region.  By 
becoming a member of our local churches, we 
automatically become part of the regional church, 
and the general church as well.  This means we 
have more opportunities to show up, to 
respond to God’s call, to share revelation, 
and to be inspired by others.   
Even though the regional assembly has 
been postponed again, we encourage 
people to visit the VA Regional 
Assembly link on the website to 
prayerfully consider the proposed budgets 
and slate of officers as we seek ever better 
ways to be church together.  [https://
www.ccinva.org/va-regional-assembly]  



 

Sunday Worship  
Scripture Readings: 

 

“A Chaordic Wilderness” 
November 29 - December 27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you should want the YouTube links for 
the sermons, please contact Pastor Kays 

for a copy of the Word document. 
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December 

6: 

Psalm 
23 

Exodus 
17: 1-7 

December 

13: 

Psalm 
23 

1 Kings 
19: 1-9a 

December 
20: 

Psalm 
23 

Isaiah 
40: 6-11  

 

December 

27: 

Psalm 
23 

Matthew 
2: 10-15 

VBCC HAPPENINGS 
Serving Elders for 

2020/2021 
Mark Farley 

Kay Hase 

Jim Iman 

Phyllis Marshall 

Rhonda Skaggs 

BIBLE STUDY 

Sunday School Class 
Restarted (online) 

Sunday September 13th. 
'Pre-recorded lessons will continue  

to be offered through October.  

Spiritual Roundtable 

Mondays  
1:00pm  

 
The Advent Bible Study, 
which starts Monday the 
30th of November, will 
be moving to Zoom.  It 
will continue to be 
simulcast on FaceBook 
(and thus available for 
later use).  We are going 
to give this a try for four 
(4) weeks as we engage 
in a study of the worship 
texts for the week. 

The Spiritual Roundtable is discussing The Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the 
Christ: (A Timeless Classic) by Levi H. Dowling, and meets every 
Sunday at 10:00am via Zoom. It has led to some very interesting 
discussions and some class members who no longer live in Virginia 
Beach have been able to join the group. Visitors are always welcome. In 
order to get the login information please email Connie Hooker at 
ckhooker@gmail.com. 

Spiritual Roundtable 
The Spiritual Roundtable is discussing The Aquarian 
Gospel of Jesus the Christ: (A Timeless Classic) by 
Levi H. Dowling, and meets every Sunday at 10:00am 
via Zoom. It has led to some very interesting 
discussions and some class members who no longer live 
in Virginia Beach have been able to join the group. 
Visitors are always welcome. In order to get the login 
information please email Connie Hooker at 
ckhooker@gmail.com. 

Please watch your email, Facebook and VBCC’s Web-

site for COVID-19 Pandemic 
Scheduling Announcements! 

December 6, 10:00am Combined Service 

December 6, 11:00Am Elder’s Meeting/Zoom 

December 7, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

via Facebook Live 

December 9, 7:00pm Board Meeting 

December 13, 10:00am Combined Service 

December 14, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

via Facebook Live 

December 20, 10:00am Combined Service 

December 21, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

via Facebook Live 

December 24, TBD Christmas Eve Service 

December 25 Christmas Day 

December 25 VBCC Office Closed 

December 27, 10:00am Combined Service 

December 28, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

via Facebook Live 

January 1 New Year’s Day 

January 1 VBCC Office Closed 

Sundays, 9:45am Spiritual Roundtable 

Mondays, 1:00pm Bible Study via Facebook Live 

Cabinet Meetings are POSTPONED until further notice 

Choir Practice is POSTPONED until further notice 

Food Pantry is CLOSED until further notice 
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Public Notary 
 
 

Public notary services are now available to the  

Virginia Beach Christian Church community,  

by appointment only, through the church office.  

Simply call (757) 481-3494 or  

email  at office@vbchristianchurch.com 

with a date and time convenient for you.  

VBCC HAPPENINGS CONT’D. 

VBCC Family Members 

This is a private Facebook group and 
is only available to VBCC’s families. 
This forum is designed for private 
communications between you, other 
church family members and staff. 

For newsletters electronically delivered,  
Click here to join VBCC's Private Facebook Group . 
For all others, you can search on our Facebook page 

or email office@vbchristianchurch for  
an invitation to join. 

Click Here 

In response to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic  

stay-at-home orders, physical 

distancing and online-worshipping, 

we are now accepting tithes,  

gifts, and offerings, via  

Click Here 

We would like to thank John Martinez for installing UV

-C lights into our HVAC system that covers the 

sanctuary and office space. John works for Air 

Handlers. He installed them charging us only for the 

equipment, which he purchased from his employer. He 

only required that we repay him the cost of the 

materials. We plan to use John again soon to install the 

same lights in the system that covers the Education 

Wing and Fellowship Hall. 

The purpose of these UV-C lights is to clean the air 

running through our system. They remove allergens, 

mold spores and viruses 

from the air making it 

possible for us to meet in 

the sanctuary as soon as 

our church leaders agree 

that it will be safe. 

 

We are extremely fortunate to have John Martinez 

volunteer to do this job for us. Please remember him in 

your prayers. We would also hope that should you need 

any work on your home HVAC system you would 

remember Air Handlers and John. 

 

~ Jeff Bodenhamer 

PROPERTY 

Jeff Bodenhamer 

December 14 
The Brief Wonderous Life of Oscar Wao  

by Junot Diaz (2008) 
 

January 11 
Olive Kitteridge  

by Elizabeth Strout (2009) 
 

February 8 
Tinkers  

by Paul Harding (2010) 

BOOK CLUB 
The Book Club meets monthly (2nd Monday) at 

1:00pm to discuss a Pulitzer Prize winning novel. The 

Book Club continues to meet even while we are 

physically separated. All are welcome to join our Zoom 

discussions. If you want to be included, please call 

Susie Sumnick, (757) 437-9846 to be put on our Zoom 

list. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1531582516999042/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/?ref=group_header
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=1c2P87HByZOzVtqH2G2mSbleYWFqxl9jgzgKdZ_wh3a3v1fkxvna3HJ_QWBDRVodHddN1W&country.x=US&locale.x=


 

Inclement Weather 
Closing Update 

 
This is just a friendly reminder 
that we are able to contact 
channels 3 (WTKR), 10 (WAVY)  
and 13 (WVEC) in the event of 
our church closing on a Sunday, 
and they will be able to scroll our 
closing in their crawlers at the 
bottom of the TV screen.   
 

During our regularly scheduled 
work week, in the event of inclement weather 
approaching Virginia Beach, please note that for the 
safety of our staff and volunteers, Virginia Beach 
Christian Church (DoC) follows the Virginia Beach 
City Public Schools schedule. Please watch your local 
news channels for all cancelations, delays or early 
closures.  

 

David & Leslie 

VBCC HAPPENINGS CONT’D. 
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Blue Bin Etiquette 103: Cardboard and fiberboard  
 

Cardboard is a very valuable 
commodity for recycling.  With 
ordering many things online we 
are getting quite a bit of 
cardboard these days.  It is easy 
to recycle but it includes a little 
bit of effort.   

1. Remove all packing materials. (peanuts, pillows, 
bubble wrap, kraft paper and reuse or recycle 
elsewhere.) 

2. Slit the taped seams (top and bottom) to flatten the 
box.  If you do not flatten boxes, they take up too 
much space in the recycling truck. 

3. If the box is large enough to get stuck in the blue 
bin, then  cut the vertical corners to make smaller 
pieces for the blue bin.  

4. Tape and staples may be left in the cardboard.   
 
Fiberboard is also 
recyclable.  Fiberboard includes 
cereal and other food boxes.  Some 
boxes, especially from frozen foods 
are coated with wax 
or plastic and are not 
recyclable.  Either 
look for the chasing 
arrows symbols or 
tear a piece of the 

box to see that it is only paper based.  
Fiberboard must be clean, not 
stained with food or 
grease.  For example, pizza 
boxes are generally not 
recyclable because of 
contamination but you may 
be able to cut off the lid if it 
is not contaminated.    
 

Since our recycling is optional, 
remember  

"When in doubt, throw it out." 
 

~ Claire Carbone 

As the pandemic inches it’s way across our lands and 
forces those not-so-techy people to venture into the 
world of electronics, it has become increasingly 
noticeable that Virginia Beach Christian Church 
(VBCC) is in need of an upgraded wifi system in order 
to keep up with the demands of the information 
highway. Replacing/upgrading the building’s internet 
router came into question since it was replaced/upgraded 
only 3 years ago. Thus, began the conversation to 
investigate other options. 
I, VBCC’s office manager, along with Jeff Bodenhamer, 
the Property Manager have researched a new system 
called Mesh Networking. A Mesh Network Router 

allows for a full internet wifi 
signal all over the building 
100% of the time, instead of a 
hazy signal part of the time.  
We have ordered and received 
the system and will work on 
getting it installed and set up 
as soon as time permits. 

~ Leslie 

Leslie S. Kelly 

Office Manager 

VBCC OFFICE 



 

WORSHIP 

Nancy Nelson 

Patti Watters 

Co-Chairpersons 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Throughout this year, we have had great success 
meeting virtually, in the Fellowship Hall and in the 
Parking Lot.  
 
As winter falls upon us, there have been many 
discussions on how to praise together in the warmth of 
our sanctuary in as safe a manner as possible. As 
mentioned in the Property article, we have installed UV-
C lights in the HVAC system in the sanctuary wing.  
 
We plan to return to the Sanctuary on December 6th at 
10:00am. We will enter and exit through the Narthex 
(East) doors and the glass office (west) door. 
Temperatures will be taken as well as a list of all 
attendees. Sanitation stations will be provided in the 
sanctuary and in the Narthex, including offering plate, 
hand sanitizer, face masks for anyone who does not 
enter with one and communion cups. Ushers will direct 
congregants to their socially distanced seating.  
 

Peace, 
~ Nancy & Patti 

 
 

Leslie hopes to be back in the office by year’s end.  
Until then, please keep with the Telecommuting Hours 

listed on the back page of this Newsletter. 

We have had an overwhelming response to our monthly 
projects.  This church is certainly showering the love 
upon those in need in our community.   
The donations in October went to JCOC in response to 
their emergency request to restock their shelter.  Two 
deliveries were made, and the In-Kind Donation Forms 
reflected a total donation of roughly $1,000 in clothing 
and toiletry items (83 personal hygiene items, 110 pairs 
of men’s underwear, 96 men’s T-shirts, 91 pairs of 
ladies’ underwear, and 96 pairs of socks).  Not bad for a 
Sundays-only collection in a single month!  By the way, 
these items are always needed at JCOC.  During this 
COVID crisis you may make an appointment to deliver 
your donations directly to JCOC by calling 757-491-
2846 Ext. 102 

During the month of December, 
Outreach will be helping the 
Salvation Army by providing 
holiday stockings filled with 
goodies.  If you choose to fill a 
stocking(s), they are available on 
Sunday mornings under the 
pavilion.  If you prefer to donate 
some stocking treats, Outreach will 

use the goodies to stuff stockings.  Completed stockings 
should be returned the second Sunday in 
December.  Individual items for Outreach to stuff should 
be brought to the pavilion by the first Sunday in 
December. 

As of this writing, we still have two Sundays in 
November to collect items for the Samaritan House.  We 
look forward to sharing with you the final tally in the 
January newsletter. 
Thank you to all the members who have conscientiously 
supported the various Outreach monthly projects. 
 

~ Maryanne & Susie  

Maryanne Farley 

Susie Sumnick 

Co-Chairpersons 

OUTREACH 



 

December 2020 

 

Church Members of Thalia Lions Club 

OTHER NEWS 

Thalia Lions Club in Virginia Beach is proud to have several of our church members 
active in the club.  The members are Fran Scott, Susan Sumnick, Nancy Nelson, 
Marsha Montgomery, Ellen Turman, Nancy and John Watters, Steve & Linda 

Eggleston and Bill & Karen Austin.  Lions Club International is over 100 years old 
and is the largest service organization in the world where 100% of all donations and 

contributions go back into the community.   
 There are no paid employees. 

 
Here are some of the things Thalia Lions have been doing to reach needs in the community.  In 
October and November, the club collected used laptops and printers to be donated to students in 
need for virtual learning and provided 54 student desks built by Lion John Watters and a friend.  
 
The project for November was to provide homeless 
children with “Thanksgiving in a Laundry Basket.”  Over 
20 laundry baskets with complete Thanksgiving dinner 
items plus gift certificates for turkeys were donated to an 
organization called ForKids.  The baskets were delivered to  
those in need in time for Thanksgiving dinner.  In additions,  
two members provided completely catered Thanksgiving dinners  
to two families close to our church family. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The project for December is call “Secret Santa.” Members of Thalia Lions 
select a homeless child provided by ForKids and make that child’s Christmas 
memorable. Many times, the items provided are the only Christmas gifts these 
children receive.  This project is very meaningful to both the recipient as well  
as the donor. 
 
In addition to that project, many members chose to select a Christmas family from  
Social Services and provide food for the family as well as gifts, and clothing for the children. 
 
By the time our projects are complete this year, we will have provided Secret Santa gifts for 20 children and complete 
Christmas needs to 4 families. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a Thalia Loins member and joining us in giving back to the community, please 
contact...  

 

Lion Nancy Watters, Secretary, Thalia Lions Club. 
Email: nancywatters83@gmail.com    

Phone: 757-288-3684. 

mailto:nancywatters83@gmail.com
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Send me your recipe and I’ll feature it in one of the upcoming 

newsletters, but definitely in the newest version of a VBCC 

Cookbook! 

Leslie Kelly: office@vbchristianchurch.com 

VBCC’s Telecommuting Hours 

Monday - Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm 

Thursday (office by appointment only) 9:00am - 11:00am 

VBCC’s Pastoral Office Hours 

Wednesday & Thursday (appointment recommended) 10:00am - 2:00pm 

VBCC’s (in person) Worship Opportunities 

Sunday - Combination Worship Service / VBCC Sanctuary 10:00am - 11:00am 

VBCC’s (virtual) Worship Opportunities 

Sunday - Combination Worship Service / VBCC Sanctuary 10:00am - 11:00am 

Virginia Beach Christian Church (DoC) Contact information 

Office Phone 757-481-3494 

Pastor’s Cell Phone 252-258-3492 

Pastor’s E-mail pastor@vbchristianchurch.com 

Office Manager’s Cell Phone 281-384-8782 

Office Manager’s E-mail office@vbchristianchurch.com 

Website www.vbchristianchurch.com 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch 

Facebook Private Group (for VBCC Families only) www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/ 

YouTube www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/ 

mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com?subject=Newsletter%20Recipes
mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com?subject=Newsletter%20Recipes
mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com
mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com
file:///C:/Users/VBCC/Desktop/COVID-19/www.vbchristianchurch.com
https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch
http://www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/

