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Telephone Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri, 9:00am—3:00pm 
Appointment Office Hours: 

Mon - Thurs, 9:00am—3:00pm 
Pastoral Office Hours: 

Mon, Tues & Thurs, 10:00am—3:00pm 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

Worship Opportunities (in person): 
Sunday -  

Combination Worship Service  
10:00am - VBCC Sanctuary 

 

Worship Opportunities (virtual) : 
Sunday -  

Combination Worship Service  
10:00am - YouTube & Facebook Live 

 

In Case Of An Emergency -  
Call (757) 364-5044 

 

Fall Outdoor Worship Opportunities 
 

 

We had such a good time worshiping in outside during the summer that we 
are doubling the opportunities and extending in the fall. We shall gather 

under the pavilion at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of September, 
October, November, and perhaps even December (weather permitting). 

From The Minister... 
 
Worship is inconvenient. Peter 
Marty, of The Christian Century, 
wrote an article about live 
streaming back in 2017. I wonder 
what he would say about it now. I 
should probably re-read the piece 
before moving down the path I am 
on, but the trail looks untrod enough 
to be in want of wear. 
We claim inconvenience on many 
fronts. It is a way of voicing 
how an events unfolding was 
not to our plans (hopes, 
dreams, schedules). A run 
of red lights all the way 
down the boulevard is 
inconvenient.  
The restaurant being out of 
our favorite side is 
inconvenient. The events of 
interest happening at the same 
time on opposite sides of town…
inconvenient. The unexpected/
interrupting phone call, the writing 
on the wall, worship.  

All inconvenient.  

 
 
They demand a choice, a change 
within us, because our expectations 
and anticipations are no longer the 
utmost priority. A hazard of life in 
community. A hazard of 
relationships with God, neighbor, 
and even ourselves, is the 
possibility of being inconvenienced 
at some time or another. And it is a 
likelihood that we have done as 
much/more than we have received. 

So how do we handle being 
inconvenienced? What does it 

reveal when this feeling wells 
up within us? What do we 
notice in the mirror of the 
soul when the troublesome, 
or the tiresome, or the 
inopportune, impedes our 
desires of the moment?  
Catch you around, Dear 

Ones. AMEN. 
 
 

Peace, 
Pastor David S. Kays 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch/


 

TO PONDER 
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CHURCH NEWS 

One of our policies is that we will believe what youth tell us about themselves, and we will treat them according to 
what they tell us about themselves—until such time that they tell us something different. And then we adjust how we 
treat them. 
‘The Naming Project is a Christian camp that celebrates LGBTQ teens as they are’ 
Clint Schnekloth interviews Ross Murray Aug.3, 2021 

https://www.christiancentury.org/article/interview/naming-project-christian-camp-celebrates-lgbtq-teens-they-are 
[August 12, 2021] 

 

I remember standing in line to the altar, watching what the others did so I wouldn’t screw it up. And I didn’t. I took 
my First Communion. 
Then I had a sudden sensory reaction, common among people with autism. As I walked back to the pew, I finally 
tasted the thing, the host, the “bread of life.” — no one mentioned that it would taste like Styrofoam. The omission 
seemed cruel…  
My first memory of receiving Christ is forever entangled with a social faux pas that caused me stress and pain. 
Welcome to autistic Christianity. 
‘Styrofoam Jesus, Or, Autism And My First Communion’ By Daniel Bowman Jr. Aug. 10, 2021 

https://sojo.net/articles/styrofoam-jesus-or-autism-and-my-first-communion [August 12, 2021] 
 

David Foster Wallace famously noted, “Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what to worship.” If worship 
is a form of attention, it sure seems like many of us are actually worshiping our phones. Maybe we’re not “screened 
out” so much as unable to bear the disgusting contradiction of worshiping God on the device we’ve been tricked into 
worshiping. 
‘It takes faith to resist the attention economy’ by Katherine Willis Pershey July 28, 2021 

https://www.christiancentury.org/article/reflection/it-takes-faith-resist-attention-economy?utm [August 4, 2021] 

From the General Church (www.disciples.org)  
 

The general church offers a wide variety of resources for regional and local churches to make use of. A recent video 
series centers on facing brokenness within; church, community, and the world. The 45-minute video conversations are 
accompanied by various resources and opportunities to engage in the conversation and be brave together.  
https://disciples.org/congregations/facing-brokenness-resources/ 
 

From the Christian Church in VA (www.ccinva.org) 
 

Thank you Disciples in Virginia:  
DMF Day this year: Disciples across the church gave over $50,000 and growing (a nearly $10,000 increase over last 
year) and Virginia Disciples had a huge role in making that happen! See video from Tristan about why to support 
DMF: https://youtu.be/Mo6mTjRKP3o 
 

Virginia Disciples increased their giving to overall DMF through June: DMF up 16.2% 
Special Offerings: 
 

• Easter (Supports General Ministries) up 156.6% 

• Pentecost (Supports New Church) up 96.6% 

• Thanksgiving (Supports Higher Education) up 41.6% [This one is up over last year already.] 

• Week of Compassion (Supports Disaster Relief) up 35.8% 

 

Coming up Special Offerings: 
Christmas (Supports Regional Ministry Directly) 
Reconciliation (Supports Anti-Racism/Pro Reconciliation work) September/October 
 

Thank you for your continued belief in our ministry together. God is working with us and every day we are seeing 
new ways to be church and change the world! 
 

Thank you for the privilege of serving as the Regional Minister for Virginia. 
 

~ Bill Spangler-Dunning 



 

Sunday Worship  
Scripture Readings: 

 

“Are We Wresting Some Rest 
from Our Labors?” 

September 5 
“The Disabled God” 

September 24 - October 24 

If you should want the YouTube links 
for the sermons, please contact 

Pastor Kays for a copy of the  
Word document. 
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VBCC HAPPENINGS 
Serving Elders for 

September 2021 
September 5 Mark Farley 

September 12 Rhonda Skaggs 

September 19 Jim Iman 

September 26 Phyllis Marshall 

October 3 Mark Farley BIBLE STUDY 

It is with great excitement that we welcome back the adult 
Sunday school class. Sunday school will be in the Conference 

Room at 9:00am, starting September 12th. We will be spending 
time with The Disabled God (theologies of disability).  

resumes September 
13th & 14th. 

(same material, 
parallel classes) 

Mondays @ 6:45pm 
(in person)  

& 
Tuesdays @ 1:00pm 
(in person & Zoom) 

September 

5 

Exodus 

5:1-12 

Matthew 

11:28-30  

September 

12 

Genesis  

1:1-5  

Genesis  

1:26-31 

September 

19 

Leviticus  

19:1-4  

Leviticus  

19:13-14  

(Guest 

Minister) 

September 

26 

TBD 

TBD 

Psalm 

119:105-112 October 

3 Matthew  

6:19-23 

The Spiritual Roundtable meets every Sunday at 10:00am via Skype. Meeting 
this way has led to some very interesting discussions and some class members 
who no longer live in Virginia Beach have been able to join the group. 
Visitors are always welcome. In order to get the login information please 
email Connie Hooker at ckhooker@gmail.com. 

Spiritual Roundtable 

The Tuesday class  
will have a  

Zoom Room option  
(Please contact Pastor 

Kays or the office  
for the link).  

 

For our first series, we are 
studying 3 texts  

from the Apocrypha  
(additions to Daniel).  

 

Copies are available  
upon request.  

Please watch your email, 

Facebook and VBCC’s Website 

for COVID-19 Pandemic 

Scheduling Announcements! 

September 5, 9:00am Youth Sunday School 

September 5, 10:00am Sunday Service 

September 6 Labor Day 

September 6 VBCC Office Open for Pastoral Visits 

September 7, 6:30PM Outdoor Worship 

September 8, 7:00pm Board Meeting 

September 12, 9:00am 
Youth & Adult 

Sunday School 

September 12, 10:00am Sunday Service 

September 13, 2:30pm Hand-Chime Practice 

September 13, 6:45pm 
Bible Study 

(in person) 

September 14, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

(in person & Zoom) 

September 19, 9:00am 
Youth & Adult 

Sunday School 

September 19, 10:00am Sunday Service 

September 20, 2:30pm Hand-Chime Practice 

September 20, 6:45pm 
Bible Study 

(in person) 

September 21, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

(in person & Zoom) 

September 7, 6:30PM Outdoor Worship 

September 26, 9:00am 
Youth & Adult 

Sunday School 

September 26, 10:00am Sunday Service 

September 26, 2:00pm Fall Family Fun Day 

September 27, 2:30pm Hand-Chime Practice 

September 27, 6:45pm 
Bible Study 

(in person) 

September 28, 1:00pm 
Bible Study 

(in person & Zoom) 

Cabinet Meetings will resume on an “as needed” basis. 

Sundays, 9:30am Choir Practice 

Food Pantry is CLOSED until further notice 



 

Hand-chime Choir:  
 

The chime choir reconvenes for 

rehearsal beginning Monday 

September 12th at 2:30pm in the 

sanctuary (use the Narthex doors). 

No musical experience is required. 

Come on out and be part of this 

joyful noise. 

DS 
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Make sure you stop by the new Membership Bulletin 
Board and pick up the latest updates to your Membership 
Directory.  
 
Should you need to update your contact information in 
the directory, simply contact Leslie, in the church office, 
and she will be happy to assist you. 
 
office@vbchristianchurch.com 
(757) 481-3494 
 

~ Michala 

Michala Sumnick-Cardwell 

MEMBERSHIP 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

PROPERTY 

Jeff Bodenhamer 

B Let the Sun Shine in!   

Next Sunday - make sure you take a walk down to the 

Fellowship Hall to see the new doors installed last 

month. We hope to have new doors in the Narthex this 

month! 

~ Jeff  

Meals on Wheels 
After a quarter of a century of being the “face and 
wheels” for the Meals on Wheels program for Virginia 
Beach Christian Church, Claire Carbone has retired. 
Thank you, Claire, for your years of service. However, 
our church support of this vital program will continue. 
We support deliveries Monday through Thursday on a 
once per month rotation. We currently have an opening 
for a Thursday volunteer, either a twosome or a single. 
We are also in real need for volunteers to serve as 
substitute drivers occasionally. If you are interested in 
knowing more, ask one of our regulars about their 
experiences. Regulars include Bill and Debbie Ivory, 
Phyllis Marshall and Kaye Griffin. If you are willing to 
join this exceptional team as a regular or a sub, please 
contact Susie Sumnick. 
 

Food Pantry 
Some of you have wondered what happened to the 
remainder of the Food Pantry food. It has all been boxed 
and taken to the Eastern Shore Chapel food bank. The 
egg cartons, calendars and paper bags (which we 
continue to collect) are given to Eastern Shore Chapel 
food bank. Continue to place you egg cartons, calendars 
and paper bags in the labeled donation bins by the office 
door. Please note that we do not need empty pills bottles 
at this time. Please recycle your plastic bags in one of 
the containers at Food Lion or Harris Teeter. 
 

Community Opportunity  
Through a chance encounter at YNot Pizza, we 
were made aware of a project they were doing 
with a CHKD circle for JCOC. Virginia Beach 

Christian Church (DoC) will be joining in the 
YNot effort by collecting and donating Bibles 

to be distributed at JCOC. If you have more Bibles than 
you need, but didn’t know what to do with the extras, 
this is a great opportunity. This will be an ongoing 
project. Bibles may be brought on Sundays and placed 
in one of the labeled donation bins by the office door. 
We will also be donating the old pew Bibles that were 
recently replaced.  
 

Outreach is always interested in your ideas. Please share 
any suggestions with Susie. (757) 560-3507  

~ Susie 

Susie Sumnick 

Chairperson 

OUTREACH 



 

VBCC HAPPENINGS  
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BOOK CLUB 
The Book Club meets monthly (2nd Monday) at 

1:00pm to discuss a Pulitzer Prize winning novel. The 

Book Club continues to meet even while we are 

physically separated. All are welcome to join our Zoom 

discussions. If you want to be included, please call 

Susie Sumnick, (757) 437-9846 to be put on our Zoom 

list. With good weather we may be meeting at the 

gazebo, so if you are new to the group, be sure to check 

on whether the meeting will be Zoom or in person.  

September 13 
Less 

by Andrew Greer 

Helping Hands  
Looking for someone to help my 
neighbor who is taking care of her 

husband at home after a stroke. She is tending to his 
needs and helping him with PT. Thus, leaving her little 
time to do things that need to be done around the 
house.  She is looking for a personal assistant to help do 
light housekeeping and organization. She will pay 
between $15 and $20 for the right person. If interested, 
or know someone who might be, please contact: Molly 
Carroll at (757) 496-9253 or tcarroll33@cox.net.  

 
Thank you.  

Hopefully, if we can get enough volunteers, it won't 
take that long to get everything under control.  

If interested in helping out, either in the morning, 
afternoon or all day, please contact  

Anne Myers 

A New Discovery! 
 

For those who shop online, Amazon offers a program 
called “AmazonSmile”.  It’s easy to sign up and when 
you do Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchase 
price (on eligible purchases) to a charity of your 
choice.   
If you currently have an Amazon or Amazon Prime 
account, all you have to do is go to AmazonSmile.com 
to register.  You will be given a choice of which 
charity or church (in a drop-down menu) that you 
would like to benefit from the donation.  Virginia 
Beach Christian Church is listed in this menu, and you 
can click on it if that would be your choice.  It doesn’t 
cost anything to participate in this program.   
When shopping, you need to make sure that you are 
on AmazonSmile for this donation to apply.  It offers 
the exact same products as if you were on the regular 
Amazon or Amazon Prime website.  Just remember, 
that this donation only applies to eligible purchases.   
During a recent church board meeting, we decided to 
inform the congregation about this option.  No 
pressure...it’s your call.  The board also decided that 
any funds the church receives from Amazon will be 
applied to the Church Outreach program.  

M a r k  Yo u r   
C a l e n da r s !  

mailto:tcarroll33@cox.net


 

VBCC HAPPENINGS CONT’D. 

Phyllis Marshall 

Rhonda Skaggs 

Head Elders 

ELDERSHIP 
 

 

 

 
 

We want to be the messengers, encouragers, shepherds, and servants whom we have been called to be. 
Post-pandemic, we are taking some steps to enhance communication and personal interaction. 

 
Shepherds/Flocks 

The entire congregation is being divided into six “Flocks” with a designated “Shepherd” for each Flock (an active 
Elder). By utilizing a simple “ABC” approach, connections are simple, new members can be easily added, and two-
way communication is encouraged.  (Members are assigned by LAST NAME initial) 

 
Prayer Requests 

The “prayer request” book is available again in the sanctuary; prayer requests may be entered on Sunday mornings 
prior to worship.  Prayer request cards will also be available in the Narthex. The Serving Elder will gather these 
requests each week and leave them in the office for Leslie’s receipt on Monday morning. Prayer requests received by 
Elders via phone/email will be sent to Leslie no later than 10:00 a.m. Monday morning to enable her to distribute the 
weekly list to the congregation on Mondays. 

 
Visitation/Communion  

Another post-pandemic prayer is that personal visitation to homes/medical facilities will begin again.  Elders will also 
take communion out to those who are not able to attend worship, and who make that request.  Again, REACH OUT to 
us, let us know your needs, and we will be there for YOU!  

~ Rhonda 

In case of an emergency,  

you can always reach the  

current week’s Serving Elders.  

That phone # is  (757) 364-5044. 

SHEPHERD CONTACT INFORMATION FLOCK (Last name) 

Barnette, Aida 
aida.barnette@gmail.com 

(757)435-9678 
A, B, C 

Farley, Mark 
mark.a.farley@gmail.com 

(304)319-1650 
D, E, F 

Iman, Jim 
jb2305@netscape.com 

(757)353-1698 
G, H, I 

Marshall, Phyllis 
pmarshall75@verizon.net 

(757)630-6503 
J, K, L, M 

Palacios, Jennie 
jenniepalacios226@gmail.com 

(757)892-4977 
N, O, P, Q, R 

Skaggs, Rhonda 
rlskaggs10@gmail.com 

(757)761-9708 
S, T, U, V, W (X, Y, Z) 
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The VBCC Board met on August 11, 2021.  
 

Items of note from that meeting include: 

 

** The Property Department reported the leak in the women’s restroom has been repaired; new a/c units have been 

installed in 14/16 and Paul’s Office; installation of glass doors in the Education wing should be completed within the 

week; the Sanctuary glass doors should be installed by mid-September; and the carpets in the Education wing will be 

cleaned before the Preschool begins.  

 

** Our Pastor reported a rewarding experience at camp and is turning his attention toward next year’s camp.  There is 

a need for more male counselors for next year. He attended a one-day UCC and DoC assembly event which proved 

fruitful, including some “electronic church” suggestions to assist with our new hybrid worship (in person and 

electronically). The Virginia Handbell Consort has graciously allowed us to continue to make use of their chimes for 

the foreseeable future. He is working with others in the church on how best to handle funeral services within our 

church family. Bible Study will resume in September. Our Regional Minister will be visiting October 31, 2021. 

 

** Cabinet reports that the second JCOC dinner is scheduled for October 6, 2021, and the Great Neck Meadows Area 

Civic League will meet in our church on November 21, 2021. 

 

** Education reported that the children will continue to meet outside until it is safe for them to return to the church 

building. 

 

** The Board voted to amend COVID procedures: Congregants attending Sunday services may remove their masks 

once seated but should put them back on if they wish to sing, pray, or talk. We will continue to social distance (3 feet) 

and sign in on entering the facility. 

 

** Each week the Serving Elder has possession of an “emergency” phone should church members need assistance. 

That phone number is 757-364-5044.  The Elders will continue to meet on a regular basis.  

 

** Income for the month of July was $29,316. Expenses were $14,355. 

VBCC BOARD SUMMARY 
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PROPERTY 

Jeff Bodenhamer 

OPINION POLL 

Your Property Committee is well aware of the struggles many of you are 

having hearing church services on Sundays, and is currently researching 

solutions. One solution is a Bluetooth option 

that you control from your personal cell phone. We would like to know just how many of 

your would benefit from such a system. Simply notify Jeff Bodenhamer with your 

opinion. You can reach him via email, jebode@msn.com; cell phone, (757) 995-4005 or 

speak to him on Sunday mornings. 
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VBCC’s Hours 

Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Friday 9:00am - 12:00pm 

VBCC’s Pastoral Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday (appointment recommended) 10:00am - 3:00pm 

VBCC’s (in person) Worship Opportunities 

Sunday - Combination Worship Service / VBCC Sanctuary 10:00am 

VBCC’s (virtual) Worship Opportunities 

Sunday - Combination Worship Service / VBCC YouTube & Facebook Live 10:00am 

Virginia Beach Christian Church (DoC) Contact information 

Office Phone (757) 481-3494 

Pastor’s Cell Phone (252) 258-3492 

Pastor’s E-mail pastor@vbchristianchurch.com 

Emergency Contact Cell Phone  (757) 364-5044 

Office Manager’s E-mail office@vbchristianchurch.com 

Website www.vbchristianchurch.com 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch 

Facebook Private Group (for VBCC Families only) www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/ 

YouTube www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/ 

Send me your recipe and I’ll feature it in one of the upcoming 

newsletters, but definitely in the newest version of a VBCC 

Cookbook! 

Leslie Kelly: office@vbchristianchurch.com 

mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com
mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com
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http://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/
mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com?subject=Newsletter%20Recipes
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