
 

From The Minister 

This month bends incredibly toward Thanksgiving-Advent-Christmas.  Yes, 
I said ‘Christmas’.  It is both too soon and not soon enough to be preparing.  
Perhaps that is why the later part of this month was set aside for 
Thanksgiving.  Perhaps.  Even if the initial groups that gathered to give 
thanks over a harvest, or the leaders who proclaimed that a day should be set 
aside to remind us to be grateful, even if those persons were not gazing 
further down the calendar toward Advent-Christmas I am asking that we do. 

I ask this acknowledging 
that looking ahead, 
anticipating, can be a 
dangerous act that takes 
us out of the moment we 
are in.  Thanks be to God 
for the moment we are 
in.  But, we are caught 
on this great slope 
sliding steadily through 
Thanksgiving into 
Advent and Christmas.  

So, consider the time that is coming for things are promised and promises 
are kept; consider God’s call to you in this time of cooling weather and 
warm hearths.  Consider God and search for those ways that are coming in 
the next few weeks where you can celebrate God, the community of Christ, 
the gifts of the Spirit, and the goodness of this creation.  Give thanks.  Get 
ready.  Gather as one. 
 
Peace, 
Rev. David Kays 
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TO PONDER 

From the General Church (www.disciples.org) 
 

‘North Carolina congregation partners with general ministries to develop stewardship plan’ 
Congregational transformation doesn’t always require immense creativity or large-scale programs. Instead, important 
growth can be the result of subtle changes made largely on paper. 
Reaching out for help is a critical first step. For First Christian Church in Greenville, NC, it was a simple 
recommendation that made all the difference. 
At their 2018 homecoming service, lay leaders shared their congregation’s recent struggles with regional minister 
Bishop Valerie Melvin: in the span of 30 days their administrative assistant passed away and their minister resigned, 
leaving board members scrambling to keep everything in order. 
Bishop Melvin’s suggestion: “Call Bruce.” 
When FCC did call Rev. Bruce Barkhauer, director of the Center for Faith and Giving (CFG), last year, their board 
expected to get advice on shoring up their finances, but as the board’s finance committee chair Seth Brown 
remembers, “It didn’t take long to realize Bruce had a lot more in mind for us.” 
Over the course of several months, Barkhauer worked with FCC’s board to organize their finances, but also 
understand how the financial decisions they make are in the context of the congregation’s mission. 
In fact, as part of their collaboration, FCC developed a new mission statement: “To impact lives by loving God, 
growing together, and serving others.” 
The work accomplished the congregation’s initial goals, as well. Through CFG’s Generosity Plus consulting program, 
Barkhauer explains, he and FCC completed a generosity assessment, “through a comprehensive view of their financial 
dealings, policy, practice, income, and expenses to give us a detailed analysis of their financial life.” 
Through these conversations, the group also discussed an estate gift the congregation received and weren’t sure how 
to use. Barkhauer connected the team with their Christian Church Foundation zone officer Randy Johnson, and they 
have since begun the process of establishing a permanent fund with a portion of that gift. 
Because of these wider Church partnerships, FCC has embraced a real culture of generosity, Barkhauer celebrates, 
because they’ve implemented strategies “to not just sustain themselves but thrive…When we work together, and value 
each other, we help make the Church stronger.” 

Cont’d pg. 7 
 

From the Regional Church (www.ccinva.org) 
 

The Region’s website has been relaunched.  Stop by and witness some of the good things that God is doing here in 
Virginia. 
 

From the District (www.thradisciples.weebly.com) 
 

On Nov. 2 we will be having a full District 8 gathering at Hilton C.C.(DoC).  The CMF will have their meeting during 
the gathering.  Come and meet our new Regional Minister, Rev. Bill Spangler-Dunning.  11am-230pm. 

CHURCH NEWS 

To Ponder: 
What is a poet? An unhappy man who hides deep anguish in his heart, but whose lips are so formed that when the sigh 
and cry pass through them, it sounds like lovely music…. And people flock around the poet and say: ‘Sing again 
soon’ – that is, ‘May new sufferings torment your soul but your lips be fashioned as before, for the cry would only 
frighten us, but the music, that is blissful. 
― Søren Kierkegaard, Either – Or. 
 
It is bad for any church when its members lack familiarity with the contents of scripture and some knowledge of how 
to read it with discernment; but for a church that has no bishops charged with preserving the faith, no doctrines 
intended to define the essence of Christian belief, and not authorized liturgies that regularly rehearse the story of 
salvation, it is deadly. 
 Michael Kinnamon & Jan Linn. Disciples: Who We are and What Holds Us Together (CBP, 2019)28. 

 

Cont’d pg. 7 

https://disciples.org/general-ministries/center-for-faith-and-giving-launches-consulting-program-for-congregations/


 

Sunday Worship  
Scripture Readings: 
“David’s Legacy” 

October 13 - November 3 
“Veteran’s Day Message” 

November 10 
“God’s Calling” 

November 17 - December 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you should want the YouTube links 
for the sermons, please contact 

Pastor Kays for a copy of the  
Word document. 
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November 

3:  

1 Kings  
18: 17 - 19 

1 Kings  
18: 20 - 39 

Guest Speaker 

Bill Hayden 

November 

10:   

TBD 

TBD 

November 
17: 

Isaiah  
5: 1 - 7 

Isaiah  
11: 1 - 5 

 

November 

24:  

2 Kings 
23: 1 - 3 

2 Kings 
23: 21 -27  

December 

1:   

Psalm 
91 

Jeremiah 
33: 14 - 18 

VBCC HAPPENINGS 
Serving Elders for 

November 2019 
Nov 3 Jack Mallery 

Nov 10 Jimmy Iman 

Nov 17 Phyllis Marshall 

Nov 24 Brenda Mallery 

Dec 1 Mark Farley 

Daniel 
 

Mondays  
1:00pm and 6:45pm. 

 
 

We gather at 1:00pm 
and at 6:45pm for a 
time of worship 
through study.  We 
continue this cycle 
with Daniel, followed 
by Revelation. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Your photo could be here 

next month! 

office@vbchristianchurch.com 

T he 14-16 class continues our season of worship through 
study with the new book, Disciples: Who We Are and 

What Holds us Together by Jan Linn and Michael Kinnamon.  
(Copies are available to borrow). 
 

T he Spiritual Roundtable: 
In November the Spiritual Roundtable 
will continue to discuss the book of 
Hebrews. Each week there is 
an  interesting discussion with varying 
perspectives. 
 

Connie Hooker 

Nov 3 Daylight Savings Time Ends -1 Hour 

Nov 3 All Saints Day 

Nov 3, 5:00pm FROZEN Movie Night 

Nov 10, 12:30pm Elder’s Meeting  

Nov 11 Veteran’s Day, VBCC Office Closed 

Nov 12, 9:30am Communications Committee Meeting 

Nov 13, 7:00pm Board Meeting 

Nov 17, 5:00pm Thanksgiving Pot-Luck Dinner 

Nov 24, 12:00pm Decorate for Advent 

Nov 28 Thanksgiving 

Nov 28 - 29 VBCC Office Closed 

Mondays, 1:00pm & 6:45pm Bible Study 

Thursdays, 7:00pm Choir Practice 

Sundays 9:45am Spiritual Roundtable 

*Food Pantry Hrs T. W. Th. 10:00 - 11:45am 

*Food Pantry is Closed Monday and Friday 
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VBCC HAPPENINGS CON’T 

FYI: 
 
Beginning October 1, 2019 Pastor David’s intended 
days off each week will be Tuesday and Saturday.  As 
always, it is good practice to contact Leslie or David to 
confirm availability and/or make appointments.  Should 
there be something of importance to you, it is far better 
to reach out.  

Peace, 
DS   

Handchime Choir: The 
hand-chime choir begins 
rehearsing this month for a 
performance in worship on 
Dec. 22.  The sign-up sheet 
is out.  The invitation is 
extended.  Come and ring a 
joyful noise with the Advent 
Chime Choir. 

DS 

BOOK CLUB 
The Book Club meets monthly (2nd Monday) at 

1:00pm to discuss a Pulitzer Prize winning novel.  In 

nice weather, we meet under the shelter, in cold weather 

we meet indoors.  All are welcome to join us. 

November 11 
Independence Day 

by John Ford 

 

December 9 
Martin Dressler: A Tale of an 

American Dreamer 
by Steven Milhauser 

A big thank you to my church family for my 

celebration of 30 years of music ministry.  

Its not been a job; its been a blessing to serve 

God in this wonderful congregation.  

I was overwhelmed by the love and the 

generosity shown to me by every one of you.  

I look forward to continuing my music 

ministry, starting with the joyous music of 

Christmas. 
 

With A song in my heart, 

~ Maggie 

A Celebration of 30 years of Music Ministry 
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In September the Food Pantry served 58 Families with 
217 individuals. 
The Food Bank gave our agency 1200 pounds of staple 
foods including rice, spaghetti, mac n' cheese, canned 
vegetables, canned fruit and other items from FEMA.   
During the month of October we gave each family a 
personal hygiene item like shampoo, feminine products, 
shave cream or deodorant.   
When we fed the people at  JCOC we gave donations of 
towels, sheets, and blankets, as well as a 
monetary donation to help them. 
During November, we plan to allow each family to 
choose sugar, cooking oil, or juice.  We will also give 
gift cards to each family. 
In November we will give several residents of Luther 
Manor a small Thanksgiving meal. 
It is time to bring in the charity calendars and cards.  Put 
them in a bin/cubby in/outside the office, not out on the 
bookcase. We are continuing to collect clothes, 
prescription bottles, shoeboxes, books, packing 
materials and egg cartons.  
Thank you for your continued and generous support of 
the VBCC Food Pantry. 

 
Claire  

Claire Carbone 

Chairperson 

OUTREACH 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

We  are a 
people of the book.  The 
stories of God with us 
have been central to our 
lives and the lives of 
our ancestors for 
generations beyond 
count.  We are going to 
update the versions of 
the Bibles in the pews 
here at VBCC(DoC) for this time and with an eye 
toward future generations. 
If you would like to purchase a pew Bible in honor 

or memory of someone, please use the order forms 

located in the office or around the building.  Bibles 

are $10 each. 

 
Maggie  

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Maggie Austin 

Choir Director 

Em Davis 

Chairperson 

EDUCATION 

The congregations that brought you Tell Me the 

Stories of Jesus for VBS last summer are gathering for 

a 

here at VBCC(DoC) on Sunday 

Nov. 3rd.  Kids Pre-K to 5th 

grade are welcome for pizza, 

popcorn, drinks, and a 

movie.  Contact the office for 

more information and to RSVP. 

David & Em  



 

DEPARTMENT NEWS CON’T 
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The Spiritual Roundtable, which has been meeting in 
the church library on Sunday mornings for more than 
20 years, is an open group of people seeking to enrich 
their spiritual lives through reading, discussing, and 
applying principles from an eclectic selection of books 
that present pathways to spiritual growth.  It is a 
community of love and prayer. Participants bring a 
variety of beliefs, understandings, and backgrounds to 
the Roundtable, where diverse views are respected, and 
everyone is free to challenge ideas presented.  
 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Spiritual  

Roundtable 

WORSHIP 

Nancy Nelson 

Patti Watters 

Co-Chairpersons 

November is a month to reflect on all the blessings we 

have been given, especially during this fall season.   On 

Sunday November 3, we will remember all the Saints in 

our lives who have departed during both services.  We 

have decided to upgrade our pew Bibles to the NRSV 

version, so there will be opportunity for each of us to 

purchase Bibles for $10. each.   If you wish to purchase 

the Bible in memory or honor of someone, you may note 

that on the signup sheet in the bulletin for 

the next several weeks, and it will be noted 

in the inside cover of the Bible.   

 

Since David will be out on Sunday November 10, we 

are blessed to have Bill Hayden present our messages at 

both 8:40am and 11:00am services.  Bill always has 

interesting things to share, so do not miss this 

opportunity! 

 

Once again this year, we are invited 

to share Thanksgiving dinner 

together as a family on Sunday 

evening, November 17, at 5:00pm.  

The turkeys will be prepared by 

Barb Iman, Jo Ann Bishop, Kaye 

Griffin and other volunteers.   All 

we have to do is show up with an appetite and a side 

dish to share.   

 
On November 24 after the 11:00am service, we will 

once again gather to adorn our church with all our 

Advent decorations to help us get into the holiday spirit.   

Advent begins on Sunday, December 1!! 

We will embellish the sanctuary with poinsettias, and a 

signup sheet will be available for you to purchase those 

poinsettia(s) in honor or memory of someone. 

 
Please join us for all the opportunities for worship and 

fellowship in November! 
Nancy and Patti 

Brenda Mallery 

MEMBERSHIP 

Lindalee Martin is the most recent addition to the 
Virginia Beach Christian Church family. Lindalee states 
that she is glad to be part of our church and is looking 
forward to getting to know the sweet people that are part 
of this congregation. She has been attending the Spiritual 
Roundtable, VBCC Book-Club and Bible Studies. She 
shared being impressed with Rev. Kays’ knowledge.  
Professionally she is a realtor.  She stays active with 
water aerobics, yoga and pickelball. She leads Healing 

Services, Spiritual Work - Prayer 
Chaplain (trainer and 

coordinator) and Meditation 
Leader. If she looks 
familiar she is a previous 
“Miss Tidewater”. We 
look forward to her 
sharing these talents with 

our family.  
 

Brenda 
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Days are Getting Shorter -  

Think Pedestrian Safety 
 

Darkness is coming earlier as the weeks 

move on in the year, and daylight hours will be reduced 

even more when Daylight Saving Time ends Nov. 3. 

The Community Engagement Unit wants to encourage 

you to remember pedestrian safety. Pedestrians should 

always cross at crosswalks, be predictable, follow the 

rules of the road, and most importantly, to be visible by 

carrying a flashlight at night. 

Master Police Officer Jim McElligott 

Virginia Beach Police Department  

From the General Church (www.disciples.org) 
Cont’d pg. 2 
 
FCC also feels the long-lasting impact of these ministry 
partnerships. “The ship is heading in the right direc-
tion,” suggests former board chair Whit Brown. 
“Eighteen months ago, we weren’t ready to bring in a 
new pastor, but this past Sunday [Oct. 13, when their 
new pastor started], we were ready.” 
Finance chair Seth Brown agrees, recommending all 
congregations reach out to general ministries. “This 
work helped define the identity of the church and create 
hope. We now have a new administrative assistant, a 
new pastor, and a new mission. At the first Sunday with 
our new pastor, hope filled the entire church. To think 
about how we’ve grown over the last two years, with 
these partnerships, is an incredible transformation.” 

“To Ponder” Cont’d pg. 2 
 
Augustine is not trying to make sense of evil. To make 
sense of it, to have an explanation for it, to be able to 
identify its cause, would mean that it has a place in the 
world. Evil is what ought not to be, the disorder of 
creation, the violation we protest. Evil has no place, no 
room to fit, no home here in a good creation… 
This isn’t an answer to evil; it is a response. Hope is 
found not in intellectual mastery but in divine solidarity. 
The cup Jesus drinks is the cup of our suffering, filled 
with a wine-dark sea of anguish. This is not some 
cosmic cost-benefit analysis in which God calculates 
“the greater good.” This is the historical scandal of God
-become-flesh, taking the evil and injustice of the 
world—our evil and injustice—onto himself and then 
bursting forth from the grave to an-nounce, as the 
Puritan John Owen put it, “the death of death.” God 
doesn’t give us an answer; he gives us himself. 

James K. A. Smith. ‘How Augustine responded 
to the problem of evil without solving it…’ https://
www.christiancentury.org/article/critical-essay/how-
augustine-responded-problem-evil-without-solving-it 
[Accessed October 18, 2019] 

Judeo - Christian      JCOC   Outreach  Center 

Pictured: Terry Deglandon, Nancy Nelson, Charlie Kelly, Bill Ivory,  

Perry Deglandon, Mercedes Brenneman & Rev Kays.  

Not Pictured: Debbie Ivory, Jo Ann Bishop,  

Mark & Maryanne Farley, Phyllis Marshall & Leslie Kelly 

VBCC served around 60 persons on October 23rd. 

https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=126998129
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=126998129
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/critical-essay/how-augustine-responded-problem-evil-without-solving-it
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/critical-essay/how-augustine-responded-problem-evil-without-solving-it
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/critical-essay/how-augustine-responded-problem-evil-without-solving-it


 

God’s Calling 
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• Submit all newsletter articles to office@vbchristianchurch.com 

• Try to keep articles to 125—150 words  

• Photos are always welcome 

• Please submit your articles at your earliest convenience  

• Monthly deadline will always be on the 20th of each month 

Got something to say? 

Virginia Beach Christian Church 

Newsletter 
David’s Legacy 

October 
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