
 

Hand-chime Choir:  
 

Chime rehearsals return on Monday January the 10th at 
2:30pm. We will be starting our Lent and Easter music 
season and new ringers are more than welcome. 
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Telephone Office Hours: 
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Appointment Office Hours: 
Mon - Thurs, 9:00AM—3:00PM 

Pastoral Office Hours: 
Mon, Tues & Thurs, 10:00AM—3:00PM 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

Worship Opportunities (in person): 
Sunday -  

Combination Worship Service  
10:00AM -  

Destination TBD every Sunday 
 

Worship Opportunities (virtual) : 
Sunday -  

Combination Worship Service  
10:00AM - YouTube & Facebook Live 

The days are getting longer again, but light is still important. It just seems 
colder and darker to me in January, especially after the 12 days of Christmas 
conclude with Epiphany. All the anticipation and decoration of November 
and December is boxed up for another year. Even the celebrations of 2022’s 
(God, please not 2020 too) arrival exist mainly in memory. 
 

But memory is a powerful tool of illumination, and we are given daily 
opportunities to live into the best parts of what we have celebrated recently. 
This moment as a moment for giving thanks, in ways great and small. This 
moment as a moment of anticipating God with us now and yet again. This 
moment as a moment of recognition of God breaking in and breaking 
through.  
 

Memory is powerful, it shapes what we are doing now in this new year. 
Shall we leverage those memories into the better things of this moment?  

In God, we sure will. 
 

 
Peace, 

Pastor David Kays 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch/


 

TO PONDER ... 
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CHURCH NEWS 

From the General Church (www.disciples.org)  
 

Remember that the best way to help immediately following a disaster is to "Stay, Pray, and Give." 
 

Stay home (rather than trying to go help in person) so as to keep the roads clear for first responders and keep other 
amenities available for locals who have been displaced. There may be need for volunteers at a later date once 
communities have had a chance to assess needs and organize. 
Pray for all whose lives have been affected irrevocably by this disaster; and pray for those who are working around 
the clock to respond to immediate needs, restore power, 
and care for survivors. 
Give - Week of Compassion will work with local partners 
and church leaders to meet immediate needs and also 
support long-term recovery. Give online; text WoC to 
41444; or mail a check to: 
 

Week of Compassion 
P.O. Box 1986 

Indianapolis, IN 46206 
 

Designate gifts for "U.S. Storms and Fires," and 100% of 
your donation will go to local responses. 
Thank you for sharing your compassion with those who 
need it most following the [recent] storm. 
 
 

From the Christian Church in VA (www.ccinva.org) 
 

In light of our role in the response [to the December 
storms], as your Regional Minister, my goal is to work with 
Week of Compassion to provide an organized and 
intentional effort from Virginia to send mission teams from our churches. In addition, it is our hope to create a system 
in our office by which churches across the region will let us know when they plan to send a mission team and if they 
have room for others to come along. This way, churches with a few individuals might join with other churches in the 
effort. I hope you will help us make the biggest impact in the long-term recovery for all these communities that have 
been impacted.  

Wrestling with violence in the controlled context of Torah, we learn to wrestle with violence in the worlds around us. 
As much as we may emotionally yearn for an absence of violence in sacred texts, it would hardly prepare us to face 
the world as it is and to take our place in the work of transformation. Bravely entering the fray, therefore, refusing to 
avert our eyes, we dare not close the book any more than we would crumple up the day’s newspaper or smash the 
screens that tell of so much violence. We see the world’s beauty and pain, and so the beauty and pain in our holy texts, 
and we see and learn from the contradictions between the two, and between the beauty and brutality of human 
behavior…  
 

‘Sacred wrestling with the Bible’s “harsh passages”’ by Victor Reinstein 
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/reflection/sacred-wrestling-bible-s-harsh-passages [Dec. 20, 2021] 
 

Put otherwise, we cannot build sacred space. There are no architectural specifications that will ensure that particular 
space is sacred. But space may be sanctified by the Lord’s presence. 
Rae, Murray A. Architecture and Theology: The Art of Place. (Baylor University Press, 2017) 144. 
 

The clash between the truth of Caesar and the truth of Jesus is not merely a matter of content. It is also a matter of 
form, as Jesus did not enforce his truth like Caesar, and neither did the early Christians. 
Rieger, Joerg. Jesus vs. Caesar: For People Tired of Serving the Wrong God. (Abingdon Press, 2018) 97. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RHJXnutr2cYkPVlbl2doZhTlqnlUp_YuuV5SPCZJqNk50A7QhMaUiapv2bkcfo6mmBhrjF3CrGsgxMSzI4GLY-JObLp-9UctAfh602uBRwUS4cwY9Pvv8yLrnyTOr-2Yh7uQOu3qTaNH5wqKMM7oxy-9H1151iM8JYIYvuGQ9zg=&c=oVSy5qDpsVhvzRUxwQaXCc_eW5c42AiI0JQq6KrSHiWHXnklgH8S


 

Sunday Worship  
Scripture Readings: 

 

“Drawn to the Manger” 
November 28 - January 2 

 

“When First We Met” 
January 9 - January 30 

If you should want the YouTube links 
for the sermons, please contact 

Pastor Kays for a copy of the  
Word document. 
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VBCC HAPPENINGS 
Serving Elders for 

January 2022 

January 2 Phyllis Marshall 

January 9 Aida Barnette 

January 16 Jim Iman 

January 23 Rhonda Skaggs 

January 30 Jennie Palacios 

BIBLE STUDY 

Adult Sunday School returns on January 9th at 9:00am. 
In this new year we will explore the theologies of sanctuary 

design as well as the Beatitudes. 

Mondays @ 6:45pm 
(in person)  

& 
Tuesdays @ 1:00pm 
(Zoom to Facebook) 

 

[same material, 
parallel classes] 

January 

2 
Matthew 

2:1-12 

January 

9 

Matthew 

 2:1-12  

Matthew 

3:1-6; 13-17 

January 

16 

Luke  

2:22-38  

Luke  

2:41-50  

January 

23 

Mark 
1:1-11  

Mark 

1:12-20  

January 

30 

John 
1:25-34  

John 

1:35-42  

The Spiritual Roundtable meets every Sunday at 10:00am via Zoom. Meeting 
this way has led to some very interesting discussions and some class members 
who no longer live in Virginia Beach have been able to join the group. 
Visitors are always welcome. In order to get the login information please 
email Connie Hooker at ckhooker@gmail.com. 

Spiritual Roundtable 

The Tuesday class  
will have a  

Zoom Room option  
(Please contact  

Pastor Kays  
for the link).  

 
In-person Bible Study 

returns Monday January 
10th at 6:45pm with a 

Face Book study offered 
on Tuesday the 11th at 
1:00pm. Study topics in 

the new year will include 
Galatians 5 (Fruits of the 
Sprit), and the Beatitudes 

(Matthew 5:1-11  
& Luke 6:20-36). 

P l e a s e  w a t c h  y o u r  e m a i l ,  
F a c e b o o k  a n d  V B C C ’ s  W e b s i t e  

f o r  C O V I D - 1 9  P a n d e m i c  
S c h e d u l i n g  A n n o u n c e m e n t s !  

January 1 New Year’s Day 

January 2, 9:00am Sunday School 

January 2, 10:00am Sunday Service 

January 9, 9:00am Sunday School 

January 9, 10:00am Sunday Service 

January 9, 11:00am Cabinet Meeting 

January 10, 2:30pm Hand-Chime Practice 

January 10, 6:45pm Bible Study (in person) 

January 11, 1:00pm Bible Study (Zoom) 

January 12, 7:00pm Board Meeting 

January 16, 9:00am Sunday School 

January 16, 10:00am Sunday Service 

January 17 MLK Jr. Day 

January 17 VBCC Office Closed 

January 17, 10:00am - 3:00pm Pastoral Hours 

January 17, 2:30pm Hand-Chime Practice 

January 17, 6:45pm Bible Study (in person) 

January 18, 1:00pm Bible Study (Zoom) 

January 22, 9:15pm CMF Quarterly Meeting 

January 23, 9:00am Sunday School 

January 23, 10:00am Sunday Service 

January 24, 2:30pm Hand-Chime Practice 

January 24, 6:45pm Bible Study (in person) 

January 25, 1:00pm Bible Study (Zoom) 

January 30, 9:00am Sunday School 

January 30, 10:00am Sunday Service 

January 31, 2:30pm Hand-Chime Practice 

January 31, 6:45pm Bible Study (in person) 

February 1, 1:00pm Bible Study (Zoom) 

Cabinet Meetings will resume quarterly. 

Sundays, 9:30am Choir Practice 

Food Pantry is CLOSED until further notice 
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DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Thank you for all the contributions so far for those in 
need. The tree looks loved with so many hoodies, 
scarves, hats and mittens. We will continue to collect 
items until January 15. 
 

There will be a secret Outreach project for February. If 
you can keep a secret and are willing to be a participant, 
please let Susie know your interest. 
 

As always, Outreach appreciates your support. 
 

~ Susie 

Phyllis Marshall 

Rhonda Skaggs 

Head Elders 

ELDERSHIP 

Happy New Year from your Eldership!  
 

We hope that everyone had a blessed Christmas holiday, 

and that 2022 will bring to all lots of "hope, peace, love, 
and joy"! Elders will be making an effort to touch base 
with all members of their Flocks during the month of 

January, either by phone or email. We want to be sure 
we are up-to-date, after the holiday, regarding family 
blessings, news, health issues, and prayer requests. 

Please remember to reach out to YOUR Elder at any 
time! Elders will not be meeting formally during the 
month of January, but will meet after worship on 

February 6, 2022. On this date we will welcome back 
Mark Farley to his first Serving Elder Sunday since his 
knee surgery; we will be thrilled to have him back on 

"active duty"!! 
Thanks for your continued support of your Elders, as we 
faithfully seek to support our congregation! 

~ Rhonda 

SHEP-
HERD 

CONTACT  
INFORMATION 

FLOCK 
(Last 
name) 

Barnette,  
Aida 

aida.barnette@gmail.com 
(757)435-9678 

A, B, C 

Farley,  
Mark 

mark.a.farley@gmail.com 
(304)319-1650 

D, E, F 

Iman,  
Jim 

jb2305@netscape.com 
(757)353-1698 

G, H, I 

Marshall, 
Phyllis 

pmarshall75@verizon.net 
(757)630-6503 

J, K, L, M 

Palacios,  
Jennie 

jenniepalacios226@gmail.com 

(757)892-4977 
N, O, P, 

Q, R 

Skaggs, 
Rhonda 

rlskaggs10@gmail.com 
(757)761-9708 

S, T, U, 
V, W (X, 

Y, Z) 

Susie Sumnick 

Chairperson 

OUTREACH 

Nancy Nelson 

Patti Watters 

Co-Chairpersons 

WORSHIP 
Patti and I wish each of you a very Happy and Blessed 
New Year!! Once again this Advent season we have 
experienced that it "takes a village" to make this joyous 
season so special and sacred. We are so thankful for all 
those who stepped up to decorate the sanctuary, water 
the poinsettias, provide beautiful music, participate in 
lighting of the Advent Wreath each week, participate in 
the lovely Christmas Eve service and donate poinsettias 
to beautify our sanctuary in honor or memory of loved 
ones! We have enjoyed having our young disciples and 
their leaders Miss Anne, Miss Kelly and Miss Mercedes 
participate each week. We are so grateful for our Pastor, 
Reverend Kays, for helping us to focus on the Journey 
to Bethlehem. 
 

Now it is time to celebrate Epiphany on January 2, 2022. 
After worship that morning, we will take down and put 
away the Christmas decorations in preparation for 
beginning the New Year. If you can stay after the 
service and help, please join us in getting all the 
decorations safely put away for Advent 2022. 
 

We feel blessed to be a part of this loving church family 
and we thank you all!  
  

~ Nancy and Patti 

mailto:aida.barnette@gmail.com
mailto:mark.a.farley@gmail.com
mailto:jb2305@netscape.com
mailto:pmarshall75@verizon.net
mailto:jenniepalacios226@gmail.com
mailto:rlskaggs10@gmail.com


 

Inclement Weather 
Closing Update 

 

This is just a friendly reminder that we are able to 
contact channels 3 (WTKR), 10 (WAVY) and 13 
(WVEC) in the event of our church closing on a 
Sunday, and they will be able to scroll our closing in 
their crawlers at the bottom of the TV screen.  

During our regularly scheduled work week, in the event 
of inclement weather approaching Virginia Beach, 

please note that for the 
safety of our staff and 
volunteers, Virginia 
Beach Christian Church 
(DoC) follows the 
Virginia Beach City 
Public Schools 
schedule. Please watch 
your local news 
channels for all 
cancelations, delays or 
early closures.  

Michala Sumnick-Cardwell 

Chairperson 

MEMBERSHIP 
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January 10 
The Unbearable Lightness  

of Being (1999) 
by Milan Kundera 

VBCC HAPPENINGS  

Make sure you stop by the new Membership Bulletin 
Board and pick up the latest updates to your 
Membership Directory. This month you will also find a 
VBCC Contact page for the back binder of your 
directory. 
 

Should you need to update your contact information in 
the directory, simply contact Leslie, in the church office, 
and she will be happy to assist you. 
 

office@vbchristianchurch.com 
(757) 481-3494 

~ Michala 

A New Discovery! 
 

For those who shop online, Amazon offers a program 
called “AmazonSmile”.  It’s easy to sign up and when 
you do Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchase 
price (on eligible purchases) to a charity of your 
choice.   
If you currently have an Amazon or Amazon Prime 
account, all you have to do is go to AmazonSmile.com 
to register.  You will be given a choice of which 
charity or church (in a drop-down menu) that you 
would like to benefit from the donation.  Virginia 
Beach Christian Church is listed in this menu, and you 
can click on it if that would be your choice.  It doesn’t 
cost anything to participate in this program.   
When shopping, you need to make sure that you are 
on AmazonSmile for this donation to apply.  It offers 
the exact same products as if you were on the regular 
Amazon or Amazon Prime website.  Just remember, 
that this donation only applies to eligible purchases.   
During a recent church board meeting, we decided to 
inform the congregation about this option.  No 
pressure...it’s your call.  The board also decided that 
any funds the church receives from Amazon will be 
applied to the Church Outreach program.  

BOOK CLUB 
The Monday Book Club meets monthly (2nd Monday) 
at 1:00pm. As you can see, the Book Club has 
continued to read throughout the pandemic.  
 

The Book Club has been reading Pulitzer Prize winning 
fiction. Beginning in January, we will be reading some 
of the most acclaimed books beginning with The 
Unbearable Lightness of Being.  
 

All are welcome to join in. This is a book club that 
actually discusses the books. Meetings are held mostly 
on Zoom, but all are welcome. At some point, the club 
will resume gathering under the pavilion or in the 
library. 
 

If you want to be included, please call Susie Sumnick, 
(757) 437-9846 to be put on our Zoom list.  
 

With good weather we may be meeting at the gazebo, 
so if you are new to the group, be sure to check on 

whether the meeting will be Zoom or in person.  
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VBCC’s Hours 

Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Friday 9:00am - 12:00pm 

VBCC’s Pastoral Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday (appointment recommended) 10:00am - 3:00pm 

VBCC’s (in person) Worship Opportunities 

Sunday - Combination Worship Service / Destination TBD Every Sunday 10:00am 

VBCC’s (virtual) Worship Opportunities 

Sunday - Combination Worship Service / VBCC YouTube & Facebook Live 10:00am 

Virginia Beach Christian Church (DoC) Contact information 

Office Phone (757) 481-3494 

Pastor’s Cell Phone (252) 258-3492 

Pastor’s E-mail pastor@vbchristianchurch.com 

Office Manager’s E-mail office@vbchristianchurch.com 

Website www.vbchristianchurch.com 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch 

Facebook Private Group (for VBCC Families only) www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/ 

YouTube www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/ 

Send me your recipe (office@vbchristianchurch.com) and I’ll 

feature it in one of the upcoming newsletters, but definitely in the 

newest version of a VBCC Cookbook! 

mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com
mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com
file:///C:/Users/VBCC/Desktop/COVID-19/www.vbchristianchurch.com
https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch
http://www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFLiZZoQ3AmHkQcUX2AK-w/
mailto:office@vbchristianchurch.com?subject=Newsletter%20Recipes

