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https://www.vbchristianchurch.com 

 

Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri, 9:00am—3:00pm 

 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

Contemporary Service 
8:40am 

 

Sunday School 
9:45am All Ages 
(Pre-K to Adults) 

 

Traditional Service 
11:00am 

 

Childcare begins at 8:30am  

From The Minister 

For those who have crossed my path on FaceBook, this image might 
be familiar.  It has been my image of choice for many years now.   
As we prepare again, in this season of Advent, for the Christ’s arrival 
and return I am drawn once more to the image.  No, it is not 
Christmassy at all.  It points to the uncomfortable tension between 
carved or cobbled manger and the rough-hewn cross.  It also reminds 
me of my role in construction of the realm and my theologies of God 
come near. 
I must participate in the 
building and I must face 
implications of my 
participation in a world 
racked with sin and 
suffering.  In this season 
of light I am troubled by 
the shadows, intrigued 
by how they play, and 
puzzled by my place in 
it all. 
God’s reach is wide.  
God’s desire for us is 
deep.  It will illuminate 
and bring about sharp 
contrasts and it will 
cause us - even in the 
midst of the much-
needed merriment and 
celebration of God with 
Us -God will cause us to 
stop and consider.  To 
ponder.  To treasure 
things and to repent.  
Thanks be to God.  
AMEN. 
 
Peace, 
Rev. David Kays 

IMAGE BY: PERSCHEID, Martin.  For “Modern Times”.  
Originally in German. 
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TO PONDER 

From the General Church (www.disciples.org) 
 

The mission of the Council on Christian Unity [CoCU] is to rekindle, confess, and nurture the visible unity of the 
Church as a witness to the reconciling nature of the Gospel and to the unity and renewal of humankind and creation. 
This mission will focus on engaging, educating, and equipping the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to embody 
the ecumenical vision. 
Find out more about CoCU or other important general church ministries at www.disciples.org. 

 
From the Regional Church (www.ccinva.org) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8nl5047wO0&feature=youtu.be  
 

The Christmas Special Offering supports regional missions and ministries.  As we continue to 
put our efforts and energies into the places where God is at work, consider supporting the 
Christian Church in Virginia this season.  
 
 

We are doing everything to make this 
affordable and family-friendly! More details 
coming soon but at the heart of this new 

format is to make it possible for more Virginia Disciples to come 
Together in one place. Our General Minister and President will join 
us for Worship and Installation and there will be learning sessions 
that are relevant to local congregations! 
 
~Rev. Bill Spangler-Dunning 

CHURCH NEWS 

To Ponder: 
If you want to avoid the risks associated with getting close to the Lord, keep your distance.  You can choose to talk 
about God, which is what a lot of religions and pledges of allegiance do.  If you want to get close to the Lord, prepare 
for some vulnerability, and be open to letting faith splay you wide open.  Risky as loving this One may be, it’s our 
only way of getting near to the grace and mercy we so desperately need. 
Peter W. Marty.  ‘From the publisher’ (The Christian Century, November 20, 2019) 3. 
 
Rather than trying to offer an explanation of what is taking place, theology [The study of the nature of God and 
religious belief.] needs to witness to what is taking place…Theologians of trauma resist prescriptions about suffering 
because these prescriptions can diminish the reality of someone’s suffering, push it below the surface, or sacralize [to 
treat as or make sacred ] suffering as good in itself. 
Shelly Rambo. ‘Tending Wounds that Won’t Go Away: Theology After Trauma’ (The Christian Century, November 
20, 2019) 23. 
 
When Herod died in 4 B.C.E., his territory went to his three sons…And although Herod had stifled most overt 
manifestations of unrest, there was a series of insurrections in Jerusalem and the outlying region shortly following his 
death.  In Judea, Galilee, and Perea the revolutionaries proclaimed their leader’s kings and were able to set up brief 
rules in their respective territories.  These uprisings were popular in nature, involving mainly peasants.  The leader in 
Galilee [Judah the Galilean, a founder of the ‘Fourth Philosophy’, the Zealots, and the Sicarii.  Who would rise up 
again after the census mentioned in Luke.] was a bandit chief, and the insurgents n Perea stormed the estates of the 
rich and confiscated their goods. 
Russell Pregeant. Engaging the New Testament: An Interdisciplinary Introduction. (Fortress Press, 1995) 81. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8nl5047wO0&feature=youtu.be


 

Sunday Worship  
Scripture Readings: 

“God’s Calling” 
November 17 - December 22 

“Jesus’ Ministry Begins” 
December 29 - February 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you should want the YouTube links 
for the sermons, please contact 

Pastor Kays for a copy of the  
Word document. 
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December 

1:  

Psalm 
91 

Jeremiah 
33: 14 - 18 

December 

8:   

Isaiah 
40: 1 - 2 

Isaiah 
40: 3 - 11 

December 
15: 

Ezra  
1: 1 - 4 

Ezra  
3: 1 - 4, 10 - 13 

 

December 

22:  

Luke 
1: 5 - 13 

Luke 
1: 57 -80  

December 

29:   
Mark 

1: 1 - 20  

VBCC HAPPENINGS 
Serving Elders for 

December 2019 
Dec 1 Mark Farley 

Dec 8 Kay Hase 

Dec  15 Jack Mallery 

Dec 22 Jim Iman 

Dec 29 Phyllis Marshall 

Daniel 
 

Mondays  
1:00pm and 6:45pm. 

 
 

This month we are 
finishing the book of 
Daniel and then taking a 
short break.  Bible Study 
will resume on January 
6th.  In both classes (1pm 
and 645pm) we will 
begin our study of 
Revelation. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Your photo could be here 

next month! 

office@vbchristianchurch.com 

W 
e are finishing our book study with Disciples: Who we are 
and what holds us together by Michael Kinnamon and Jan 
Linn.  Extra copies are available should you wish to read 
the book on your own, or in a small group.  After the new 

year we will be taking on a new topic of interest, beginning at 9:45am on 
January 5th. 
 

T he Spiritual Roundtable: 
In November the Spiritual Roundtable 
will continue to discuss the book of 
Hebrews. Each week there is 
an  interesting discussion with varying 
perspectives. 

Dec 1, 7:00pm VBCC Christmas Cantata 

Dec 8, 12:30pm Elder’s Meeting 

Dec 11, 7:00Ppm Board Meeting 

Dec 15, 4:30pm VBCC Cantata at Chalice CC 

Dec 24, 5:30pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Dec 25 Christmas 

Dec 24 - 27 VBCC Office Closed 

Dec 29, 10:00am 
Single (1) Service Sunday followed 

by VBCC’s Annual Year's End 
Brunch  

Jan 1 VBCC Office Closed 

Mondays, 1:00pm & 
6:45pm 

Bible Study 

Thursdays, 7:00pm Choir Practice 

Sundays 9:45am Spiritual Roundtable 

*Food Pantry Hrs T. W. Th. 10:00 - 11:45am 

*Food Pantry is Closed Monday and Friday 
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VBCC HAPPENINGS CON’T 

The Spiritual Roundtable, which has been meeting in 
the church library on Sunday mornings for more than 
20 years, is an open group of people seeking to enrich 
their spiritual lives through reading, discussing, and 
applying principles from an eclectic selection of books 
that present pathways to spiritual growth.  It is a 
community of love and prayer. Participants bring a 
variety of beliefs, understandings, and backgrounds to 
the Roundtable, where diverse views are respected, and 
everyone is free to challenge ideas presented.  
 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Spiritual  

Roundtable 

FYI: 
 
Beginning October 1, 2019 Pastor David’s intended 
days off each week will be Tuesday and Saturday.  As 
always, it is good practice to contact Leslie or David to 
confirm availability and/or make appointments.  Should 
there be something of importance to you, it is far better 
to reach out.  

Peace, 
DS   

Hand-chime Choir:  
 
The Advent hand-chime 
choir began rehearsing last 
month.  They are looking 
forward to ringing during 
service on December 22nd. 
Make sure you don’t miss 
this beautiful performance. 
 

DS 

We  are a 
people of the book.  The 
stories of God with us 
have been central to our 
lives and the lives of our 
ancestors for generations 
beyond count.  We are 
going to update the 
versions of the Bibles in 
the pews here at VBCC
(DoC) for this time and with an eye toward future 
generations. 
If you would like to purchase a pew Bible in honor or 

memory of someone, please use the order forms 

located in the office or around the building.  Bibles are 

$10 each. 

BOOK CLUB 
The Book Club meets monthly (2nd Monday) at 

1:00pm to discuss a Pulitzer Prize winning novel.  In 

nice weather, we meet under the shelter, in cold weather 

we meet indoors.  All are welcome to join us. 

December 9 
Martin Dressler: A Tale of an American Dreamer 

by Steven Milhauser 

 

In order to bring us back in line with our tradition 
and our signs as well as to offer Pastor Kays a few 
more minutes to settle after Sunday School, the 
first service will be returning to 8:30am starting 
on January 5th, 2020. 

WORSHIP TIMES: 



 
5 

In October the Food Pantry served 76 families with 285 
individuals.  We welcomed two new volunteers, 
Katherine Spence and Barbara Bosch.   
In November we gave out Thanksgiving sides (stuffing, 
gravy, cranberry sauce, etc.), some turkeys, and/or a gift 
card to buy a meat.  We gave Thanksgiving meals to 6 
residents of Luther Manor, a low income residence in 
Malibu.  If anyone is interested in helping to hand out 
the meals to Luther Manor in December, please contact 
me. 
In December we are giving the Food Pantry clients 
laundry detergent and a choice of sugar, cooking oil, or 
apple juice. If anyone who shops Harris Teeter and has e
-VIC and is willing to help me get the specials, please 
contact me.  757-717-8269 
It is time to bring in the charity calendars and cards.  Put 
them in a bin/cubby in the office, not out on the 
bookcase. We are continuing to collect clothes, 
prescription bottles, shoeboxes, books, packing 
materials and egg cartons.  
Thank you for your continued and generous support of 
the VBCC Food Pantry. 

 
Claire  

Claire Carbone 

Chairperson 

OUTREACH 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 

Maggie  

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Maggie Austin 

Choir Director 



 

DEPARTMENT NEWS CON’T 
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WORSHIP 

Nancy Nelson 

Patti Watters 

Co-Chairpersons 

We will kick off the Advent Season on Sunday, December 
1, with a baptism at the 8:40am service. Readers at both 
services will light the first Advent candle with a short 
reading and scripture.  At 7:00pm that evening, we will 
hear the sounds of “JOY” as our choir and friends ring in 
the holiday season with a beautiful cantata, followed by a 
reception in the fellowship hall. 
Our youth and children will contribute to the music 
worship on December 8th at the 11:00am service, along 
with the lighting of the 2nd Advent candle at both services. 
On December 15th our choir will travel to Chalice 
Christian Church to present “JOY” to their congregation 
beginning at 4:30pm. 
The Christmas Eve candlelight service of Lessons in 
Carols will begin at 5:30pm.  Our new pew Bibles will be 
dedicated during the service, and several church members 
will be asked to participate in the service with short 
readings. 
On December 29th, we will once again observe worship in 
the fellowship hall at 10:00am, followed by a pot-luck 
brunch/lunch. 
On Epiphany Sunday, January 5, 2020, after the 11:00 
service, we will ask for volunteers to stay and help 
“undecorated” the church. 
There are lots of great opportunities to worship and be of 
service this Advent/Christmas season. See you at VBCC!! 

 
Nancy and Patti 
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Bean’s Way Foundation 
Gabriella Ruth Bianchi, lovingly known by all as “Bean”, was brought in our world on 
December 28, 2016.  A gift from God, full of spunk, joy, determination, beauty and love 
tragically lost her life on August 14, 2019 and became part of the devastating statistics 
for children ages 1 to 4 years old, when she drowned in the family pool.   
 

Drowning is the LEADING cause of death in children in this age group.   
Devastation and broken hearts were left behind…an empty spot that can never be filled.  God speaks even in time of 
tragedy and I felt his message was clear…NOT ONE MORE CHILD should drown… but what is the solution?   
Swim lessons? Even when in swim lessons not many two-year old’s can swim well enough to save themselves when 
they unexpectedly fall in water…pool alarms?  Even a frog jumping in a pool sets off a pool alarm…and many people 
turn them off and forget to turn them back on!  Both swim lessons and pool alarms are definite water safety 
components…but there must be more!!!! 
There is…it is survival, self-rescue classes for children ages 6 months to 6 years…ISR is the anacronym… children 
are taught how…if they fall in water…to flip and float on their back until they are safe.  We knew nothing about these 
classes…if we had our Bean would still be with us.   
Now our mission is to spread the word…teach and educate parents about the importance of arming their children 
with the tools to save themselves if they fall into any body of water…bathtub, pond, lake, pool…encourage parents to 
have their children take these classes…but how to do this? 
We have started a foundation, called Bean’s Way, and the purpose is to educate the community and help assist 
families that might otherwise be unable to pay for these classes.  They are costly, at $100 a week for an average of 6 
weeks …but the life of a child cannot be given a price tag. 
We feel positive our little Bean would have grown up to be an athlete like her mom…so the second mission of our 
foundation is to provide a scholarship to a graduating female athlete.  As we will never know what her sport would 
have been this will be open to all female athletes in any sport. 
Bean’s Way (named because she always said “I do it” and did it her WAY) is a nonprofit organization. 

 
We will be conducting fundraisers, sell t-shirts, 
and solicit donations to help save as many little 
Bean’s as we can and with God’s blessing and 
help, we will strive to fulfill our goal that NOT 
ONE MORE CHILD WILL BE LOST TO 
DROWNING! 
 
Our next fundraiser for Bean’s Way will be:                   

December 12th 
5-9 pm 

ShoreBreak Pizza 
2941 Shore Drive 

We would love to see you there…there will be 
food, beverages, 50/50 raffle…and the ISR 

instructors will be there with information…you 
might be able to share with a parent and help save 

another child. 
 

Shorebreak is generously donating a portion of the 
proceeds that evening to help fulfill our efforts 

through Bean’s Way. 
 
Thank you 
~ Barb Iman 

 



 

November 

Ezra/Nehemiah 
Rebuilder of the Walls of Jerusalem 
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• Submit all newsletter articles to 

office@vbchristianchurch.com 

• Try to keep articles to 125—150 words  

• Photos are always welcome 

• Please submit your articles at your earliest 

convenience  

• Monthly deadline will always be on the 20th of each 

month 

Got something to say? 

Virginia Beach 

Christian Church (DoC) Newsletter 
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